
 
 
 

 
Media release: 26 October, 2009 

 
DEFINING THE DECADE 

 
news.com.au marks the “End of the Noughties”  

 
Asks Australians to vote for the defining moment of the decade 

 
Readers invited to rename “The Teens” 

 
The editor of news.com.au, David Higgins, today announced the launch of news.com.au’s 
“End of the Noughties” multimedia special (news.com.au/momentofthedecade), which 
explores key moments from the past ten years. 
 
With just a few months of the Noughties left, news.com.au is enlisting Australians to help 
define the decade’s top moments and name the next decade. 
 
Every Monday and Thursday over the next six weeks, news.com.au readers will be presented 
with themes from the past ten years, culminating in a judgement of the decade in ten areas: 
 

• Celebrity 
• Sport 
• War & Terror 
• Fashion & Design 
• Science & Technology 
• Money 
• Pop culture 
• Natural Disasters 
• Love & Sex 
• Heroes & Villains 

 
Mr Higgins said key events that occurred during the Noughties influenced the world today, 
more so than many of the preceding decades did for their time. 
 
“The Noughties were very different to what we expected. The free-wheeling “Fin de Siecle” 
period at the end of the Nineties gave way to an age of terror that began on September 11, 
2001. 
 
“But there were many other defining moments, including the dot com bust, the global financial 
crisis, the rise of Facebook and the iPhone and celebrity moments such as the jailing of Paris 
Hilton and the death of Michael Jackson. Key moments in sport occurred with Sydney hosting 
the 2000 Olympics and popularity for football was reinvigorated with the Socceroos winning 
their first ever game in the World Cup. 
 
“The “End of the Noughties” feature summaries the last decade in 10 categories and I’m 
confident our readers will enjoy re-living the last 10 years with us. 
 
“I encourage readers to get involved by voting for the defining moment in each of the 
categories and then, out of the most popular moment from each category is identified, the 
absolute defining moment of the decade.” 



 
Readers will also have a chance to win $2010 by naming the next decade, now known simply 
as The Teens. 
 
Mr Higgins continued: “We would love to know what our readers think next big thing will be 
that will define our lifestyle in the next decade, and encourage them to come up with a 
creative name for it.” 
 
The competition to name the next decade will launch on Friday 30 October. 
 

-ends- 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Vida Redoblado – news.com.au 
02 8114 7325 
0401 435 309 
vida.redoblado@newsdigitalmedia.com.au  
 
 
About news.com.au 
news.com.au - News Digital Media’s flagship brand – invites its readers to engage with the latest news 
and current affairs, entertainment, business, money, technology, travel and more. Innovative and in-
touch with its audiences, news.com.au is Australia’s only news and information site that allows users to 
personalise content. With a dedicated 24/7 editorial team committed to delivering fresh, accurate and 
up-to-date coverage to information hungry audiences, news.com.au delivers rich features and detailed 
commentary, along with a variety of blogs and user-generated forums. news.com.au provides easy 
access to News Limited masthead sites, leading sports site foxsports.com.au, TheAustralianIT, 
TheAustralianBusiness and influential international news websites, giving readers a more well-rounded 
picture of topical events. news.com.au also gives users access to a variety of tools, including travel 
search through WeGo.com.au; activity search through GoDo.com.au; destination guides through Lonely 
Planet, movie and gig guides and money saving calculators. 

 


